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Environmental Protection Agency § 60.532 

§ 60.532 What standards and associ-
ated requirements must I meet and 
by when? 

(a) 2015 particulate matter emission 
standards. Unless exempted under 
§ 60.530(b), each affected wood heater 
manufactured, imported into the 
United States, and/or sold at retail on 
or after May 15, 2015 must be certified 
to not discharge into the atmosphere 
any gases that contain particulate 
matter in excess of a weighted average 
of 4.5 g/hr (0.010 lb/hr), except that a 
wood heater manufactured before May 
15, 2015 may be imported into the 
United States and/or sold at retail on 
or before December 31, 2015. Compli-
ance for all heaters must be deter-
mined by the test methods and proce-
dures in § 60.534. 

(b) 2020 particulate matter emission 
standards. Unless exempted under 
§ 60.530(b) or electing to use the cord 
wood alternative means of compliance 
option in paragraph (c) of the section, 
each affected wood heater manufac-
tured or sold at retail for use in the 
United States on or after May 15, 2020 
must not discharge into the atmos-
phere any gases that contain particu-
late matter in excess of a weighted av-
erage of 2.0 g/hr (0.0044 lb/hr). Compli-
ance for all heaters must be deter-
mined by the test methods and proce-
dures in § 60.534. 

(c) 2020 cord wood alternative compli-
ance option. Each affected wood heater 
manufactured or sold at retail for use 
in the United States on or after May 15, 
2020 must not discharge into the at-
mosphere any gases that contain par-
ticulate matter in excess of a weighted 
average of 2.5 g/hr (0.0055 lb/hr). Com-
pliance must be determined by a cord 
wood test method approved by the Ad-
ministrator and the procedures in 
§ 60.534. 

(d) Chip wood fuel requirements. Opera-
tors of wood heaters that are certified 
to burn chip wood fuels must only burn 
chip wood fuels that have been speci-
fied in the owner’s manual. The chip 
wood fuel must meet the following 
minimum requirements: 

(1) Moisture content: less than 35 per-
cent; 

(2) Inorganic fines: less than or equal 
to 1 percent; 

(3) Chlorides: less than or equal to 300 
parts per million by weight; 

(4) Ash content: no more than 2 per-
cent; 

(5) No demolition or construction 
waste; and 

(6) Trace metals: less than 100 mg/kg. 
(e) Pellet fuel requirements. Operators 

of wood heaters that are certified to 
burn pellet fuels must only burn pellets 
that have been specified in the owner’s 
manual and graded under a licensing 
agreement with a third-party organiza-
tion approved by the EPA. The Pellet 
Fuels Institute, ENplus and CANplus 
are initially deemed to be approved 
third-party organizations for this pur-
pose, and additional organizations may 
apply to the Administrator for ap-
proval. The pellet fuel must meet the 
following minimum requirements as 
assured through a quality assurance 
program licensed by a third-party orga-
nization approved by the EPA: 

(1) Density: consistent hardness and 
energy content with a minimum den-
sity of 38 pounds/cubic foot; 

(2) Dimensions: maximum length of 
1.5 inches and diameter between 0.230 
and 0.285 inches; 

(3) Inorganic fines: less than or equal 
to 1 percent; 

(4) Chlorides: less than or equal to 300 
parts per million by weight; 

(5) Ash content: no more than 2 per-
cent; 

(6) Contains no demolition or con-
struction waste; 

(7) Trace metals: less than 100 mg/kg; 
and 

(8) None of the prohibited fuels in 
paragraph (f) of this section. 

(f) Prohibited fuel types. No person is 
permitted to burn any of the following 
materials in an affected wood heater: 

(1) Residential or commercial gar-
bage; 

(2) Lawn clippings or yard waste; 
(3) Materials containing rubber, in-

cluding tires; 
(4) Materials containing plastic; 
(5) Waste petroleum products, paints 

or paint thinners, or asphalt products; 
(6) Materials containing asbestos; 
(7) Construction or demolition debris; 
(8) Paper products, cardboard, ply-

wood, or particleboard. The prohibition 
against burning these materials does 
not prohibit the use of fire starters 
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made from paper, cardboard, sawdust, 
wax and similar substances for the pur-
pose of starting a fire in an affected 
wood heater; 

(9) Railroad ties, pressure-treated 
wood or pallets; 

(10) Manure or animal remains; 
(11) Salt water driftwood or other 

previously salt water saturated mate-
rials; 

(12) Unseasoned wood; 
(13) Any materials that are not in-

cluded in the warranty and owner’s 
manual for the subject wood heater; or 

(14) Any materials that were not in-
cluded in the certification tests for the 
subject wood heater. 

(g) Operation of affected wood heaters. 
The user of an affected residential 
wood heater must operate the heater in 
a manner consistent with the owner’s 
manual. The owner’s manual must 
clearly specify that operation in a 
manner inconsistent with the owner’s 
manual would void the warranty. 

(h) Temperature sensor requirement. An 
affected wood heater equipped with a 
catalytic combustor must be equipped 
with a temperature sensor that can 
monitor combustor gas stream tem-
peratures within or immediately down-
stream [within 2.54 centimeters (1 
inch)] of the catalytic combustor sur-
face. 

§ 60.533 What compliance and certifi-
cation requirements must I meet 
and by when? 

(a) Certification requirement. Each af-
fected wood heater must be certified to 
be in compliance with the applicable 
emission standards and other require-
ments of this subpart. For each model 
line manufactured or sold by a single 
entity (e.g., company or manufacturer), 
compliance with applicable emission 
standards of § 60.532 must be deter-
mined based on testing of representa-
tive affected wood heaters within the 
model line. If one entity licenses a 
model line to another entity, each enti-
ty’s model line must be certified. If an 
entity intends to change the name of 
the entity or the name of the model, 
the manufacturer must apply for a new 
certification 60 days before the in-
tended name change. 

(1) Except for model lines meeting 
the requirements of paragraph (h)(1) of 

this section, on or after May 15, 2015, 
the manufacturer must submit to the 
Administrator the information re-
quired in paragraph (b) of this section 
and follow either the certification 
process in paragraphs (c) through (e) of 
this section or the third-party cer-
tifier-based application process speci-
fied in paragraph (f) of this section. 

(2) On or after May 16, 2016, the man-
ufacturer must submit the information 
required in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and follow the third-party cer-
tifier-based application process speci-
fied in paragraph (f) of this section. 

(b) Application for a certificate of com-
pliance. Any manufacturer of an af-
fected wood heater must apply to the 
Administrator for a certificate of com-
pliance for each model line. The appli-
cation must be submitted to: 
WoodHeaterReports@epa.gov. The appli-
cation must be signed by a responsible 
representative of the manufacturer or 
an authorized representative and must 
contain the following: 

(1) The model name and design num-
ber. The model name and design num-
ber must clearly distinguish one model 
from another. The name and design 
number cannot include the EPA sym-
bol or logo or name or derivatives such 
as ‘‘EPA.’’ 

(2) Engineering drawings and speci-
fications of components that may af-
fect emissions (including specifications 
for each component listed in paragraph 
(k)(2), (3) and (4) of this section). Manu-
facturers may use assembly or design 
drawings that have been prepared for 
other purposes, but must designate on 
the drawings the dimensions of each 
component listed in paragraph (k) of 
this section. Manufacturers must iden-
tify tolerances of components listed in 
paragraph (k)(2) of this section that are 
different from those specified in that 
paragraph, and show that such toler-
ances cannot reasonably be anticipated 
to cause wood heaters in the model line 
to exceed the applicable emission lim-
its. The drawings must identify how 
the emission-critical parts, such as air 
tubes and catalyst, can be readily in-
spected and replaced. 

(3) A statement whether the firebox 
or any firebox component (including 
the materials listed in paragraph (k)(3) 
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